Montgomery council to weigh in on
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‘'serious incident’ reporting in schools

L e LT R

By Courtney Mabeus
Examiner Staff Writer

An action plan the re-
porting of “serious incidents™ in

Montgomery Countys 199 public

schools should be developed no lat-

er than April 1, sccording to & coun-

ty Office of Legislative Oversight re-
publshed Tuesday.

The report, which was given to

the Board of Ed-
ucation and school officials to devel-
op & uniform way of reporting the in-
cidents to the public.

w [t also urges the County council to
sel a Nov. | deadline for county po-
liee, sebool offickals and the State's
Attorneyt office to delermine how
to share and investigate mformation
nbout suspected crimes on school

property. )
Maryland does not require pub-
lie schools to track and report erim-
inal behiavior on ils campieses Lo lo-
cal and state suthorities, the report
said
'['l'laﬂ.- ke “a commonly held per-

share information about all serious
incidents,” according o the report.
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gang sctivity, in the 1970s Tt began
replacing is decade-old dstabase in
2004. About 50 schools use the new
gyslemn, spokesman Brian Edwarnds
said. It will be in place jin all county
schools Jan. £ 1t will allow school of-
ficials to betler aceess school safe-
iy, e said.

“You can look ot trends, you can
book a6t rool causes,” Bdwards said.

The councdl scheduled a work
session on the issue Oct. 16,

*We think it's a good repart with
a lot of information and a lot of good
stiggestions” Edwards sasd

Tuesday's mesting was the first
time the full council had gathered
since the Sept. 12 primary slec-
tions.

President Ceorge Levanthal, who
won his primary re-election bid as
an at-large Democrat, was suro to
remind olther members that Tues-
day was International Talk Like A
Pirate [Day

Wearing & black eye patch, Loy-
eithal told mefibers il they
didn't “commemorate” the day,
they'd "“walk the plank."
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